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Adjudicator: 

Julian Saphir began playing piano at age four, starting formal lessons at seven with Eve Weinberg. He debuted in London at Regent Hall, Oxford Street, at just eleven years old. At thirteen, Julian studied with Guy Jonson, former Head of Keyboard at the Royal Academy of Music, who nurtured his musicianship carefully, despite Julian’s success in national festivals.

In 1988, Julian enrolled at the Royal College of Music in London, studying with Phyllis Sellick OBE and John Blakely. He won numerous awards there, including the Final Recital Award. In 1989, he debuted with the Eastbourne Symphony Orchestra after winning the Eastbourne Concerto Competition. In 1991, he secured second place at the Brant International Piano Competition in Birmingham.

In 1994, Julian significantly reduced his performing activities to care for a loved one who was unwell, gradually returning to the concert stage around 2000 as a soloist and chamber musician. His concerts are now celebrated for their diversity, depth, and technical virtuosity. Recent highlights include performances of Shostakovich’s 2nd Piano Concerto with the Harrogate Symphony Orchestra and a recital at the Schumann-Haus in Leipzig attended by Knut Blüthner.

In 2015, Julian became a Kawai UK Artist, performing regularly on the Shigeru Kawai SK-EX Concert Grand piano, including notable performances of concertos by Rachmaninoff and Prokofiev.

During his break from performing, Julian discovered his passion for teaching and now is widely respected as a piano pedagogue, providing workshops and masterclasses throughout the UK. He co-founded and directs Saphir Piano Studios in Harrogate, North Yorkshire, alongside his wife, Nichola.
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The Clothworkers Centenary Hall, Leeds University School of Music,  
12 Cavendish Road, Woodhouse, LS2 3AR 

Saturday 22nd March 2025 10.30am – 4.45pm

A platform for performance



Intermediate I (7 min) Grades 4 – 5

Josiane Liu	Muzio Clementi: Spiritoso 
	First movement from Sonatina in C, Op. 36 No.3
Joe Hisaishi: The Village in May from My Neighbour Totoro 

Ming Hao Loh	Cimarosa: Allegro [3rd mvt. Sonata in C minor C.68]
	Heller: Op47 no 15

Ethan De Senna Fernandes Godden	
Johann Sebastian Bach: Invention No.8 in F major
Franz Schubert: Waltz in B minor, D.145 No.6
Sergey Prokofiev: La pluie et l'arc-en-ciel No.8 from Musiques d'enfants, Op.65 (The Rain and the Rainbow)

Adjudication

Intermediate II (9 min) Grades 6 – 7

Fraser Gould                 	Granados: Vals Poético
	Peterson: Jazz Exercise No2

Charlie Butters	CPE Bach: Solfeggietto in C minor
	Piazzolla: Milonga del Ángel

Eleanor Suckling	Louis-Claude Daquin Le coucou (Rondeau): first movement from Troisième suite
Grieg: Butterfly - Lyric Pieces Vol 3, Op.43 No.1
	Jacques Ibert: The Little White Donkey from Histoires

George Robbins	J.S. Bach Sinfonia in B minor
	Chopin Nocturne op.9 No.2 
	Balys Dvarionas 'Sledging' 


Adjudication

Advanced  I	(10 min) Grade 8

Kaiden Guan		Bach: Prelude & Fugue in Bb BWV866
Chopin: Nocturne in Em op.72 no.1
Joplin: Maple Leaf Rag


Jackie Wang		Grieg: Lyric Pieces opus 43 no.6: To The Spring
		Debussy: Children's Corner no.4: The Snow is Dancing
		Bartok: Mikrokosmos Bk 6: Dance in Bulgarian Rhythm no.6

Ezio Aloia		Samuel Coleridge-Taylor Impromptu in B minor
		J.P. Johnson 'Over the Bars'

		Adjudication

Advanced  II (11 min) Post-Grade 8

Yuxuan feng		J. S. Bach - Prelude No. 5 in D Major, BWV 850 (Book 1);
		Chopin - Mazurka in C sharp minor, Op. 50 No. 3; 
		Bartók - Rondo No.1 from Three Rondos on Folk Tunes 

Laura Kesiak		David Önaç: "Beauty of the Bride"
		Copland: "The Cat and the Mouse"

Natalie Mei		Paganini Jazz by Fazil Say

	Adjudication

12 and under (12 min) Post-Grade 8

Allan Zeng		Bach: Sinfonia from Partita no.2
		Mozart: 2nd movement from Sonata in D KV576
		Ernst Toch: Der Jongleur

Yinuo Xiao		Chopin: Etude Op.10 No.5; Fantaisie-impromptu


Aaron Tai		Bartók: Dance in Bulgarian Rhythm No. 6 (No.153 from Mikrokosmos) 
		Mendelssohn: Rondo Capriccioso, Op. 14 


Adjudication


15 and under (15 min) Post-Grade 8
Melody Zhao		Ravel: Sonatine - i. Modéré, 
		ii. Mouvement de menuet, iii. Animé
		Chopin: Etude Op.10.5

	Adjudication

Over 18 (25 min) Recital Class

Luis Andre Ribiero	Beethoven: Sonata No. 27, Op. 90 E min - 1st Movement
	Rachmaninoff: Étude-Tableaux C min No.1, Op. 39
	Chopin - Nocturne in F-sharp min No. 2, Op. 48
	Bortkiewicz - Consolation No. 8, Op. 17 in E-flat major

Sean De Senna-	   Beethoven: Piano Sonata No.29 in B flat major Op.106
Fernandes Godden 	'Hammerklavier' (4th movement)
	Liszt: 12 Transcendental Etudes S.139 No.6


Mabel Jones	Debussy: Prelude X (Sunken Cathedral) 
	Chick Corea: Spain - (arr. Jacob Koller)


Approximate Timings per event:

Intermediate I	10.30 – 11.00am

Intermediate II	11.05 – 12.00pm

Advanced I	12.05 – 12.45pm

INTERVAL	12.45 – 1.15pm

Advanced II	1.15 – 2.00 pm

Under 12 	2.00  – 3.15pm

Under 15 	3.15 – 3.35pm

INTERVAL	3.35 – 3.45pm

Under 25 	3.45 – 5.45pm
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