Frequently Asked Questions – EPTA UK Piano Competition 2026

How do I enter for the Regional Heats?
Entering the Regional Heats is a two-step process:
1. Purchase your entry online by selecting and paying for the class you wish to enter (graded, age class or duet).
2. After payment, you will receive a confirmation email containing a 4-digit reference number. This will trigger a separate email from the European Piano Teachers Association UK Administrator with a link to a Registration Form.

You must complete and submit this Registration Form by the closing date for your chosen Regional Heat in order for your entry to be processed.

I’ve paid for my entry – what happens next?
Once payment has been made, you will receive an automatic confirmation email containing your 4-digit reference number. You will then receive a further email from the EPTA UK Administrator with a link to the Registration Form.

Why is there a separate Registration Form?
The Registration Form allows us to collect all the detailed information needed to organise the Regional Heats, including:
· Performer name(s)
· Teacher contact details
· Regional Heat selected
· Class entered
· Repertoire
· Any additional information you feel may be helpful
This information is not collected at the payment stage.

Is my entry confirmed once I’ve paid?
No. Payment alone does not confirm your entry.  Your entry is only confirmed once the Registration Form has been completed and submitted by the published closing date for your Regional Heat.

What happens if I don’t submit the Registration Form?
If we do not receive a completed Registration Form by the closing date, we will be unable to process your entry. It will be assumed that you are withdrawing from the competition and a full refund will be issued.

When will I hear from the Regional Organiser?
Regional Organisers receive all entrant details after the closing date for their heat. Once the programme has been compiled, the Regional Organiser will contact all entrants directly with:
· Performance timings
· Venue details
· The programme for the day



Why can’t performance timings be given earlier?
Performance timings depend on the total number of entries received for each class and demonstrate fairness across the programme. Timings can only be confirmed once entries have closed and the programme has been finalised.

Can I use repertoire that isn’t included on the ABRSM repertoire list?
Yes. You are free to use any equivalent repertoire that fits the appropriate level for your chosen class. The ABRSM repertoire list is provided as a guide only to help with categorisation.

Can I enter for more than one class?
Yes. You may enter one solo class and one duet class. Only one solo class  per individual is permitted.

Who should I contact if I have a question about my entry?
For all queries relating to entries, registration forms or deadlines, please contact the EPTA UK Administrator at admin@epta-uk.org.

Do Regional Heats have an entry fee for audiences?
Each participant may bring one accompanying adult free of charge. Regional Organisers may either collect venue entry fees locally or request central collection by EPTA UK. Some regions already have their own arrangements, which will continue as normal.

What happens after the Regional Heats?
Following the Regional Heats, adjudicators will select performers from each class to progress to the Regional Finals, in line with the published competition rules. Selection is based on performances being judged Outstanding. It is not necessary or expected that performers are ranked numerically at this stage.

What are the Regional Finals and when do they take place?
There will be three Regional Finals in 2026:

· Bristol – 14 March 2026
· Leeds – 15 March 2026
· London – 15 March 2026

Each Regional Final will include representatives from the Regional Heats across graded, age range, and duet classes, subject to adjudicator recommendation and time constraints.

Which classes progress to the Regional Finals?
· Graded Classes:
Performers may progress to the Regional Finals, except for Preparatory and Elementary, which do not progress beyond this stage.
· Duet Classes:
Duets may progress to the Regional Finals, but inclusion in the Grand Final is dependent on adjudicator recommendation and scheduling.
· Age Range Classes:
These may progress to the Regional Finals. If demand for a class is high, organisers reserve the right to select part of the programme in advance.

What awards are given at the Regional Finals?
At the Regional Finals, 1st place will be awarded in each class.  2nd and 3rd places may also be awarded at the adjudicator’s discretion, depending on the number of performers in the class.  Prize awards are made at this stage, with values varying by class and category.

Winners of the Regional Finals will be invited to perform in the Grand Final.

What is the EPTA UK Grand Final?
The EPTA UK Grand Final is the final stage of the competition and will take place at:

Steinway Hall, London, Saturday 28 March 2026 between 11:00am – 5:00pm

What prizes are awarded at the Grand Final?
Prizes at the Grand Final include:

· Best Three Performances – Graded Classes: £80
· Best Three Performances – Age Classes: £80
· Overall Winner(s) of the EPTA UK Piano Competition: £200

At the discretion of the jury, overall winners may also receive:
· Live concert performance opportunities (including at the EPTA UK National Conference 2026)
· A Young Artist recital at CIPSS, Chetham’s
· A lunchtime concert in the Coventry Mostly Piano series
· A featured article in Piano Professional magazine

Can performers change repertoire between rounds?
Yes. Performers may play the same or different repertoire in the Regional Heat and Regional Final, provided the grading level remains the same.

Any changes must be notified to EPTA UK by emailing admin@epta-uk.org.
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